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HE Author of che two following Pieces having 
had no other intercourſe with the Publiſher, than 
that of ſending them to him anonymouſly, could not 


attend to the correction of the preſs ; and having ob- 


ſerved ſome Errata, he requeſted the Publiſher by letter, 
to offer to the public a cheaper and more correct edi- 
tion of both pieces together, the object of both being 


the ſame, and the ſubject of both not unconnected. 


This requeſt having been complied with, he begs leave 
to trouble the Reader with a few words on the Occaſion 


of two pamphlets, which have beęn ſo favourably re- 


ceived. 


The Addreſs to the Cocoa-Tree was provoked by a 
Piece intitled, 4 Letter from the Cocoa-Tree to the Country 


Gentlemen, which was written with an Air of Authority, 
and with a moſt bitter Malevolence towards the Prin- 
ciples of the WHIGS, towards the Characters of ſome 
Great Men, who profeſs thoſe principles, and particu- 


| larly towards ONE, whoſe Name will be revered, as 


long as the laſt Rebellion, and his Conduct in ex- 
tinguiſhing it, are remembered. | 
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The Author of the Addreſs thought it not unbecoming 
any perſon, who is ſenſible of the Benefits of the Re- 
volution, and zealous for the Family on the Throne, to 
expoſtulate with the Gentlemen of the Cocoa-Tree, on 
the ſubje& of a letter, which pretended to contain their 


ſentiments, and to direct thoſe of their friends in the 


Country. He hopes he has done this, without giving 
perſonal offence to any of them, and wiſhes he could 
have done it, without diſpleaſing them, as a Party. 


It appeared very ftrange, that, after a perſevering 
Oppoſition to Miniſters for upwards of forty years, they 
ſhould treat the firſt oppoſition, in which they were not 
concerned, as an Attack of the King's Prerogative ; 
that theſe Champions of Liberty ſhould at once con- 
found the Miniſter's cauſe with the KING's, and take 
ſo large a Stride, in favour of a Miniſter, with whom 
they had not had time to become much better acquaint- 
ed, than the reſt of the nation were. 


Whatever their motives or views 1 be, the world 
will preſume, upon comparing their preſent with their 
former conduct, that either their Preſent conduct 1s, or 
their Former conduct was, a deliberate political Hy- 
POCRISY. They know beſt where to fix the Impu- 
tation; and it is moſt reſpectful towards them, as well 
as moſt natural, to ſuppoſe, that they are fincere in 
their preſent conduct, it being moſt agreeable to the 
principles, which diſtinguiſhed their Party before the 
Revolution, and in the latter part of the Reign of 


Queen Ann. 


f FF 


But however fincerely they may at preſent ſupport a 
Miniſter, who is not eſteemed by the WHIGS, they 
will be obliged, in their ſupport of him, to contradi& 
themſelves ſo frequently, that they ought not to wonder, 
if now and then they ſhould be reminded of their pa/# 
conduR, eſpecially, ſince they have thought fit to ſpeak 
of Oppoſition with Acrimony, and deny the Whigs 
that liberty of cenſuring public meaſures, which they 
themſelves have exerciſed, without reſerve, for ſo many 


years. 


It is much to be lamented, that theſe Gentlemen, 
who ſeem to have mixed a little regard to their own 
Intereſt with their zeal for their country, did not duly 
conſider, to WHOM they were precipitately devoting 
themſelves ? 


They muſt have fallen into ſome Inconſiſtency, in 
ſapporting any Adminiſtration, after ſo undeviating an 
Oppoſition as theirs. But as they had it in their power, 
at the beginning of this winter, to chooſe either Side, 


it ſeems ſtrange, they did not chooſe that fide, which, 


when predominant, would expoſe them to the leaſt in- 
conſiſtency. | 


The preſent Miniſter will have occaſion for all the 


meaſures, which have appeared odious to them, and as 
the Oppoſition to him will be more formidable, than 
any they ever made to his Predeceſſors, he may have 
occaſion to take ſome meaſures much harder to digeſt. 
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Cay 
- They have already experienced an inftance of this, 
in the mode of raiſing a certain duty, which brought 
them to the unavoidable neceſſity of joining with, and 
almoſt heading the Oppoſition, rather than be incon- 


ſiſtent to a degree of Infamy. They merit the thanks 


of their Counties for this, and it is pity, they do not 
merit them for the whole of their conduct this winter. 


However, it is to be hoped, that the experience they 
now haye, how much more difficult, and how much 
leſs reputable it is, to forward the Views of the preſent 
Miniſter, than to oppoſe them, will have the good ef- 
fect of inclining them, to carry on the work of LI- 
BERTY, under the ſame RIGHT HONOURABLE 
LEADER, whom they followed for ſome years paſt. 
By ſo doing, they may aboliſh the old Party diſtinctions 
effectually, and leave us without any other diviſion, 
than that, which, without their Aid, could hardly have 
ſurvived the preſent winter, between a F AVOURITE 
and the NATION. . 

It is not yet too late for them to act a part, ſo much 
more honourable to them, ſo much more popular, and 
ſo much more favourable to their Intereſts in the end, 
conſidering the Inſtability of ſuch a Power, as that of the 
preſent Miniſter. Perhaps they may, during the ſum- 


mer, ſee things in their true light, and act more con- 


ſiſtently with the good Characters they maintain in pri- 
vate :ife, and with the reputation of Patriotiſm, which 
they have heretofore acquired by their public conduct. 


ſw 71 

In the mean time it was thought of ſome uſe, to 
expoſe the Difficulty and Ridicule of changing ſides 
ſo abruptly, as they have done, by laying before the 
Public their Conſultation on the Standing Army. Itis 
certain, that a Conſultation was held, that in it the 
| Merits of the queſtion were very little conſidered, that 
the greateſt ſtreſs was laid upon their Obligations to the 
Miniſtry, and that they reſolved, and kept their reſo- 
lution, to ſuffer the Army to paſs unoppoſed. 


So much being true, the Author, who delivers no 
opinion of his own upon the queſtion, is not obliged 
to prove every particular Speech, nor to mean any par- 
ticular Gentlemen by the Speakers. If it be a Fable, 
it has a property, which Fables ſeldom have; it 1s 
founded in a known matter of fact. | 


The merit of theſe two pieces appears chiefly from 
their having been well received. But the author is not 
ſo vain, as to attribute their Succeſs wholly to their 
merit. He knows, and confeſſes with the higheſt 
pleaſure, that they owe their reception -principally to 
the Popularity of the Cauſe, in which they are written. 


March 26. 1763. 
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THE FIFTH EDITION, 


From the natural tendency of ſeveral principles and practices, that 
have of late been ſtudiouſly revived, and from wwhat bas followed 
thereupon, I could not help both fearing and preſaging, that theſe 
nations would ſome time or other fall into the way of all other 

nations, and fe their LIBER Tv. 
Preface to Bp, Fleetwood's four Sermons. 


* 


CO e OAT R 


GENTLEMEN, 


I HAVE read with due attention the manifeſto, which 


you have been pleaſed to publiſh, and to addreſs to 
the country gentlemen, for the direction of their future 


conduct and engagements. As you ſeem to think them 
under your influence, you acted prudently, and kindly, 
in giving them a direction, where to follow you. 


* 


I will not diminiſh the amuſing idea of your preſent 

conſequence, which you raiſe in their minds, and have 
perhaps admitted into yours. But I ſhall endeavour to 

convince both you and them, that you have miſrepre- 

ſented, or at leaſt miſtaken, the conduct of the Wares, 

as well as your own. In doing this, I ſhall preſume the 
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letter, which is dated from your head-quarters, to be 
yours, it having hitherto not been diſavowed by you. 


Your capital complaint is, that an oppoſition is form- 
ing againſt the meaſures of government, which you in- 
terpret to be a perſonal diſlike to miniſters, and rather 
think it a formed deſign againſt his Majeſty's indepen- 
dency and prerogative. 


Whoever look into the hiſtory of the two laſt reigns, 
will ſmile to hear you complain of oppoſition. But I 
leave the ridicule to others, and admit, that the preſent 
oppoſition is partly grounded in a perſonal diſlike to a 
miniſter. You have had ſuch diſlikes formerly, and were 
much diſpleaſed with thoſe, who cenſured them. Give 
us leave to account for ours, before you quite ſhut up 
our mouths with the rhe 1 ä of the 


Crown. 


Vou attribute the whole of the oppoſition to three 
very great names. I muſt differ from you in this, as a 
matter of fact. The preſent oppoſition is known to ſpread 
through the whole kingdom, I had almoſt ſaid, through 
the united kingdom, and exifted in the minds of the 
people, before the firſt of the perſons you hint at retired 
from buſineſs, before the ſecond was baniſhed from court, 
and before it was ſuggeſted that the third would openly 
patroniſe the cauſe, which has been the ſupport of his 
lumen u on the throne. | 


a You aſſign motives to "RY condutt of thoſe three great 
perſons, which you have no right to aſſign, and which 


| E 
it differs not many degrees from treaſon to impute to 
One of them. It is needleſs to confute ſlanders, which 


no one believes, or to expreſs the contempt, which every 


man feels, at er the weapons of party ſo py 
handled. | 
I I apprehend you right, gentlemen, 2 doctrine, 
upon which your letter is founded, is this, That the 
« King having a right to appoint his miniſters, the 
„ people have no right to oppoſe them.” If this be 
not your doctrine, then all you ſay of ; prerogative,” and 
indeed the whole of your letter, is foreign to the purpoſe. 
I rather believe it to be your meaning, becauſe we hear 
the ſame — from the other advocates of the * 


_ _— 


1 5 me to extract a different e *. WIG 
principles, We apprehend, that the pretenſion of a 
miniſter to his power ſhould be Natural, Conflitutional, 
Gently aſſerted, and Generally admitted. If he fails in all 


theſe reſpects, we apprehend the prerogative of the crown 


to be no ſhelter from the warmeſt oppoſition, which a 
free people may conſtitutionally form againſt ſuch a 
miniſter. This has been invariably the doctrine of 
Wriccisw, and an oppoſition is forming to the pre- 
ſent miniſter, upon no other motive, than that he is 
ſuppoſed to be defective in each of thoſe qualifications. 


You' are ſenſible, that he has: a till lately been | 
known to us, I affirm it, without WO much ſtreſs 


upon the _ of his * 
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141 
7 The national reflections, which have been thrown out 
on this account, ſeem to have borne no more ill will 
towards the natives of North-Britain, than might be 
expected at a time, when one of them was ſo ſuddenly 
and highly exalted, probably againſt the ſecret wiſhes of 
the wiſeſt among his own countrymen. 'They doubtleſs 
knew, that their intereſts would have been better ma- 
naged, by leaving to the cool and inſenſible operation 
of time, the difficult work of eradicating national pre- 
judices; and if they had been conſulted, they would 
have thought it ſufficient to ſee the government of their 
part of the iſland in their own hands, and to ſee lucra- 
tive and honourable poſts among us diſtributed, as they 
have been by WII miniſters, almoſt indiſcriminately 
to Britons in general. They could not adviſe him to 
graſp at the whole, in ſpite of popular pre udices, whilſt 
thoſe prejudices did not moleſt them in the enjoyment 
of a conſiderable part, nor him in being a principal 
figure among the glittering ornaments of the drawing- 


Indeed it is highly probable, that if they had nomi- 
nated a miniſter, from among their own countrymen, 
they would not have made election of this noble perſon 
for the purpoſe ; partly, becauſe they might have been 
diſpoſed to prefer others before him in their own eſteem; 
and partly, becauſe it happens to be a misfortune to his 
preſent pretenſions, that we cannot trace a fingle drop 
of Engliſh blood in his famous genealogy ; that he is ſo 
radically Scottiſh, that none of the ancient families of 
that kingdom can boaſt of a more unmixed extraction. 
'The prudent and thoughtful part of his countrymen 


tit 


could not deſire to ſee a perſon at the * whoſe firſt 
appearance there would revive the old and almoſt ex- 
ploded jealouſies. It has in fact revived them. They 
will be alive and active throughout his adminiſtration; 
and tho? they may ſubſide, after that is expired, it will 
require ſome time, to bring back both parts of the united 
kingdom to that degree of mutual affection, to which 
they were * at the « commencement of the pre- 


ſent _ 
11 


But the Warcs 4 not h their 8 upon this; 
for they have more ſolid objections to him, as a miniſter. 
He has no natural intereſt in Sour Britain, that is, he 
has no popularity of character; he is not diſtinguiſhed 
by his zeal for the prevailing and conſtitutional party 
principles, nor recommended by long and rn | 
ſervices. | 


| The want of popularity, tho? not diſgraceful in itſelf, 
for it may in other men be conſiſtent with a good private 
character, is a ſtrong exception againſt ai. An unpo- 
pular miniſter has not the principal thing neceſſary to- 
wards his ſtability in a free country, the confidence of the 
people. He has not the motives, which popular men 
have, to guard the public. liberty, _ adminiſter 00 


7utional advice to the crown. 


The Wrn1cs therefore naturally diſlike him; for 
WatrccrsM is a popular principle. The great object 
of it is the liberty of the people, for which monarchy 
and legiſlature are eſtabliſhed. A xnown WRIG will 
of courſe enjoy popularity ; he will not flatter the King 


3 


16 1 
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with more independency and prerogative, than he really 


has; he will ſooner chuſe to retire from court. But ſueh 
a conduct is not expected from a miniſter, who has no 
obligation to the people, who has received from them 
many marks of diſlike, and may be ſuppoſed to value 
„ ee eee e eee 
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1 1 to you; e eee of the Ges Tes whe- 
ther you have not made this an objection to One miniſter 
at leaſt. Vou thought him improper for the office, be- 
cauſe he was unpopular. Was it ſo heinous a guilt, to 


have maintained this obvious truth heretofore, that you 


eannot expiate it, without ſupporting #wo unpopular 
miniſters.now ? I know, that ſome of you are more con- 
ſiſtent; it is to the inconſiſtent ones, that I addreſs 
myſelf. I do them no injuſtice in affirming, that they 
oppoſed a miniſter, partly for being unpopular, and that 


they are now inliſted under the banners of the /ame mi- 
_ in Capo of 2 who is likewiſe unpopular. 


Ber this 4 is r one e objeQion to the noble Lord. 
How has he diſtinguiſhed himſelf by party principles ? 
Taur zealous attachment to him, the preſent revival of 
Tory-Maxims, and indeed the whole 2% of his 
power, will anſwer the queſtion. n 


You have eee gentlemen, for ſome 
years paſt, in ſearch of a miviſter, under whom you might 
recover your importance, without giving up the abſur- 
dities of your anceſtors. . The general decay of your 
party reduced you to this vagrant ſtate. You found a 


4 £3 
diſpoſition in the Wa1Gs, to receive you amicably. But 
ſtill they were Wn1cs, and gave you no hopes to become 


the predominant party. Vou tried a new expedient, and 


N that the diſtinétion no W n 


The late great minidtes ee you upon that pre- 
tence, knowing, that hi connexion with you could ex- 
cite no jealouſies. To him it was matter indifferent, 
what you profeſſed, as the credit of ſerving your country 
was all you could then gain. You have been now ad- 
mitted into confidence by another miniſter, whoſe credit 
was feeble among the Wa1cs, and to whoſe power your 


notions became ſignificant. You gave them vent, when 


you were thus far advanced. 


Monarchy was now ſaid to be 1nDEPENDENT, which 


is only another word for uv LIMITED. The power of 


the King over his people was compared to that of a 
private gentleman over his family. Filner did not main- 


tain it more abſolutely, than it has been maintained of 


late. But Filner maintained it at a time, when great 
part of the nation knew no better. We are now fo well 


acquainted with our rights, that we cannot give them 


up for big-ſounding words or flimſy arguments. We 
honour the King; we both love and honour the preſent 
King; but we diſlike the miniſter, whoſe exiſtence de- 
pends upon Tories and Toxy-Maxins. 


I fay this, gentlemen, without meaning any perſonal 
inſult upon you, many of whom I know to be very re- 
ſpectable. If you had not all your views gratified under 
former miniſters, it now appears, why they kept you 


8 1 


at ſome diſtance. They could not dig up and deftroy 
the principles, upon which the revolution was built. 
You continued, as you boaſt, feady and uniform. If any 
man was convinced of his error, and left you, you ſtig- 
matized him as one, who had betrayed his party. Were 
I diſpoſed to offend you, I ſhould ſay, that poſſibly he 
had nothing but treaſon to betray. This rendered it 
difficult for Whig miniſters to reconcile you ſo nn 
as it was their intereſt and wiſh to do. | 


And can you blame the Whigs for ſuſpecting a new 
miniſter, on account of your attachment to him, at a 
time, when you profeſs the principles, which were the 
only bar between them and you? They might ſay, and 
are probably ſtill ready to ſay, with P/ to his ſoldiers, 
in Tacitus, . Proinde a nobis donativum ob fidem, quam 
<« ab aliis pro facinore accipietis.“ | 


Do not therefore charge the Whigs with an immo- 
derate paſſion for places, at the time when they are 
reſigning them. Charge them, if you pleaſe, with party 
zeal, when they are ſacrificing their power and intereſt 
to party principles. But remember, that the principles, 
for which they ſtruggle, are the foundation of: our pre- 
ſent government, which they apprehend to be under- 
mined, whenever Toxy-Max1ms are openly avowed, 
and to uſe your own words, * it is wiſdom to foreſee 
« ſuch danger; it is courage to meet it in its approach; 
« it is our duty to die or to 2 it.“ 


But if you, 3 1 your hereditary doctrines, 
had been out of the queſtion, yet the WHIos could not 


($1 
fail to diſlike the preſent miniſter for the foundation, 
upon which he builds his power. They cannot admit 
a a miniſter to be a ſervant of the KINO alone. He is the 
ſervant of the NaT1on too, for he is accountable to the 
nation as well as to the King. Former miniſters have 
confeſſed this, by the attention they have paid to the 
opinion and good will of the nation, not merely of our 
repreſentatives in parliament, but of the people of Great- 
Britain in general, who do not ceaſe to be a conſiderable 
body, even after they are repreſented. 


The Waics are far from diſputing the legality of 
the power, that raiſed the preſent miniſter to an emi- 
nence, which has, in his caſe, very much the appear- 
ance of a precipice. They only mean to perſevere in 
affirming and manifeſting, that he is not a miniſter 
with their approbation. They might account for it, 
by declaring very truly, in the moſt fair and candid 
way, that THEY Do NOT KNOW HIM. Let him pro- 
duce his pretenſion, if he has any other, to be at the 
head of the ſubjects of this W than the re | 
& the KING. | 


As W i never was a better King, than the preſent, 
his favour does honour to the man, who enjoys it. 
But the Wnios will not diſſemble their ſentiments 
under the BEST Kino. It is their birthright to ſay; 
that, however honourable ſuch a pretenfion may be, 
they diſlike it, awben 2 2 yo 4 ; they are A- 


LOUS of 3 it. 


10 J 
Nor do they in this extend their Hberty beyond con- 


ſtitutional bounds. They know both the crime and the 


folly of invading the real power of the crown, and 
have given too many evidences of their loyalty, juſtly 
to incur the ſuſpicion of ſuch a deſign. It appears to 
them ſufficient cauſe of © jealouſy, to ſee the favour of 
the crown the only ſupport of him, who directs the 
executive part of government ; and whenever this hap- 
pens to be the caſe, they apprehend, that, if we are in 
any reſpect more free, than the ſubjects of other monar- 
Chies, we 1 5 a right | to declare a h ſo founded. 


The b of a mere 8 e in its 


own nature, to reduce the people to abſolute inſigni- 


ficancy. This is the beſt of the bad effects, to which 
it tends; without effecting this, it cannot long ſubſiſt. 
And what may be apprehended from a ſtate of abſolute 
infignificancy in the people, I forbear to explain, in 
the reign of a prince, who has, NE ITE! 000- 
tinue to have, our intire confidence. | 


Poſſibly the miniſter, whom you are Alvin; ſo 


unconſtitutionally, may have no deſigns, at preſent, againſt 
our liberties. It is common for well-meaning men to 
be mifled, by the too eager proſecution of their views, 
into meaſures, which they did not originally approve; 
and if ever wrong meaſures may be apprehended, 


without injury to the character of a miniſter, it is, 


when the People and He ave at variance... 


This appears to be a a more ſerious ce don to 
Him, than thoſe, which have been drawn from his 


dn ] 
native country, or from his ſuppoſed inexperience in 
buſineſs; for this affects us immediately and witally. 
We are no longer the great people we have been, if 
we muſt acquieſce in the almoſt unlimited power of a 


fellow ſubject over us, who has no natural intereſt 
* | | 


The miniſter himſelf can hardly fail to ſee the force 
and full extent of this consTITUTIONAL language. 
It is much to be lamented, that he did not perceive the 
Wule objections to him ſomewhat earlier; for they 
have rather gained ſtrength by the progreſs and exerciſe 
of his power; unleſs you will convince the nation, 
that he was applauded by the nobles, the ſenate, and 
the people of England, when he firſt exhibited himſelf 
as the rAVvOURITE miniſter. 


. It might bs you 3 gentlemen, to have 
recommended him to your country friends, by pleading 
his ſervices, than to triumph in the unconſtitutional 
aſpect of his power. But here you were not a little 
embarraſſed. You and they were ſenſible, that his ſer- 
vices are not of a long date, and by your own confeſſion 
they are not many. He did not profeſs to be the /ole 
miniſter, before Mr. PiTT reſigned. The conqueſt of 
Martinique had been planned by that gentleman; and 
we are very ready to yield to his ſucceſſor the merit of 
permitting a fleet to ſail, which had been deſtined and 
prepared for ſo i n a ſervice, by another miniſter. 


The loſs and tet 3 adit con- 
queſt of the Havannah have happened under the preſent 
C 2 
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admiration. The merit of the recovery of Nowfound- 
land is much weakened by the antecedent: loſs of it. 
If any merit be claimed from the recovery, the world 
will ſuſpect, that it was loſt with a view to that merit. 
It may be moſt agreeable to truth, to __ the mi- 
niſter of both. 


"You have told us, to whom to aſcribe the merit of 
the reduction of the Hawannah; and as you have no 
partiality to the Prince of the Blood, whoſe advice ſe- 
cured the ſucceſs of that expedition, we are gy in 
RO om word for the voy X | 

The 80 ane, you fay, defigned it. ka 
was no difficulty in diſcovering where the power of 
Spain was moſt vulnerable; for every merchant in Lon- 
don knew, that the Hawannah was the key to the Spa- 
niſh Weſt-Indies. So far 'the merit of n the 
expedition was e | 


' But there appears to 1 75 "IEP extreme difficulty in 
frikin g the blow and giving the wound. Uncommon 


ſpirit and perſeverance were requiſite, and you, who 
doubtleſs know the truth, affirm, that the beſt Judge 


of military merit in this kingdom recommended a com- 


mander in chief and other officers, who were diſtin» 
guiſhed by uncommon ſpirit and pereſeverance. 


So that the whole of the preſent miniſter's ſervices is 
hitherto compriſed in a ſhort ſpace of time, and in a 
very narrow compaſs ; for we know of no ſervice he 


could = 3 of any experience he could gain, | 


/ 


= 

when his great talents were-concealed 1 in a een no 
buſineſs, at a ſubordinate court. 72 

He has indeed produced a peace. That work is ſaid 
to be:wholly His. Nihil fibi ex iſt2 laude centurio, 
{< nihil præfectus, nihil cohors, nihil. turma decerpit; 
and I apprehend; there is hardly one w/o II 
ONES * e n a er * 
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| „ 


Theſe; "PTA are „n for the en 
poſition. The miniſter ſtands unrecommended to the 


Wulscs, by his natural intereſt,” and by his actual ſer- 


vices; and he is obnoxious to them for being ſuppoſed 
to have adopted the' maxims of the Torx1ts;; thoſe 
maxims, which Tons contradict and counteract, 
when they are out of power, and which the WnIos 
have 3 e apr in en or out. 


Upon this ſtate of 0 matter, I 1 defy hs en "Y 
gacity of his warmeſt advocates, to diſcover any thing, 
except the Royal Favour, that gives this noble perſon a 
pretenſion to rule over us, in preference to men, who 
have an undoubted natural intereſt, who have the only 
conſtitutional party intereſt, who can boaſt, with the 
teſtimony of the world in their favour, of long and 
faithful ſervices, and . e gg N. the 3 FI- 
DENCE. of the e 

Vou "HE 3 ber u motives * FR ro 
but they are only ſuch, as anger will always ſuggeſt, 


when men are ripe for invective. They are not indeed 


mere inventions; for you, who are in the ſecret of af- 
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fairs, know the private injuries, of which the Whigs 


have cauſe to complain, tho! their complaints are 08 
of a POS nature. 


* 
14s on 2 


Your P, avoUuRiITE 8 lon of " 8 
| of his pretenfions, has nat aſſerted, nor conducted his 
power with the gentleneſs, which prudence would have 


dictated to. a: new miniſter,” better circumſtanced. Ho 
was ſo much in haſte to be the SoLe miniſter, that he 
took not the time neceſlary, to avail himſelf of the 
experience of other mens ar i ATE na 32 
e Gaal „ 70 "Went 


e e of 2 — * FEI or 
abilities, or character, 10 recommend him to the King 
and people, was. naturally obnoxious. to one, who de- 
fired to be at the head of affairs, without the . 


| of N himſelf by ſervices or abilities. 


444 * | * 72 Feng 7 929 E 
as wed * 


Lea . dE = of facts, i=." wh 


yon know. ſa perfefily. well. You could anſwer the 


_ queſtions, without much recollection, wann 
„ ee . * 


* n,, 
. „ al CEO Trp by 


ood „ 


emincntly'qualived for the Ration. he filled, but who 
was ſo intractable, that he could not be prevailed with, 
by any menaces, to give up his own honour, by: be- 
NN PI 8 of 0 ? | 


1 * 


Why. I 1 KY you ſo july ww, 
was provoked to reſign, by the oppoſition he met with 


j 


IX, 8 


to-a meaſure, n | 
— fon after Mi f F : 


What could induce a third, who had ſerved i in boch 
the late reigns, with a moſt diſintereſted fidelity, to re- 
ſign, at a time, when his friends adhere to him in a 
manner, which ſeems to- aſtoniſh you, and when you 
_ confeſs his activity not to be impaired age 4 | 


Why a | fourth; volt name has ever been FEY to the 
Wnrcs, whoſe manners are too n to FOE offence, 
Wag— 


But 1 wit not proceed. You are {6 vighait nd 
zealous, that I would not atter a word, which might 
bear too free a conſtruction. We know who it is that 
can do no wrong; and the nation has not been miſled, 
to impute any thing wrong to HIM. It is all underſtood 
to proceed from another hand, againſt which the 1 257 
diſcontent of the public is directed. | 


Can you be inſenfible, that the voice of the people is 
loud, and almoſt united at this time? And are your no- 
tions of monarchy ſo high, as to incline you to think 
the whole nation made for a Minisrex? This would 
be improving upon your anceſtors, who only thought 
the nation made for the Kine. Do not impute it to 
our envy of the figure and power, to which you aſpire, 
if we continue to differ from your 2 as well as 
chat of Ea anceſtors. 8 


467 
Having thus far juſtified the conduct of the Wuios, 
give me leave, gentlemen, to add a few obſervations 


upon voux conduct. 


Vou talk much of Maięſy and Prerogati ve. If this 
had been always your language, how many bitter efforts 
of oppoſition might have been ſpared for fifty years 
paſt ! How) much more peaceable might have been the 
reign of our late Sovereign! How much more peaceably 
might his aſhes reſt at this time! For even the Wi os 
are ſo well affected to monarchy, that they lament to hear 
the reproaches thrown out upon his memory. . . . 


Did you recollect the independency of the crown, 
when you oppoſed his miniſters? Was not_ prerogative 
checked and pared ? And were not the Wa1cs, at that 
time; neceſſary guardians of it, againſt the intemperance 
of your oppoſition ? I will not aſk you, how vigorous an 
oppoſition you made to the unnatural rebellion againſt . 
| Wherein did he provoke you, to lay aſide the doctrine 
of your fathers, which you have now brought forth, quite 
ruſty, for the uſe of the preſent minifter? The late King 
| had been educated in a country, where his family was 
' deſpotic; but Here He was a friend to liberty; and, 
| knowing, what principles had raiſed his illuftrious houſe 
to the throne, he confided in the Wnios, and treated 
YOU with a moderation, which ſeemed to bid fair for a 
coalition of parties. He made you aſhamed of the 
diſtinction. You diſavowed it a manner, which per- 


L I 
fuaded us you were in earneſt, till you A 
ff | 


If you "RO any ill will to his memory, treat him at 
leaſt, as you think KinGs ought to be treated; and do 

not, for his ſake, inſult and vilify his beloved ſurviving 
| ſon. Do not, for your own ſakes, deſcribe that Prince, 
as a /pirit which delighteth in blood. Surely this is not 
now the language of the Cocoa- Tree. If it be, then party 
is rekindled to an alarming degree. It was the language 
heretofore of thoſe, who were diſappointed at Cur- 
LODEN 3 and has been diſuſed, till it eſcaped from the 


pen of your writer, I-hope inadvertently, and without 


your approbation. The character of that great Prince 
cannot be hurt by the infinuation ; but the reader will 
be led by it to form ſtrange ideas of you, and will be at 
a loſs to know, by what kind of mn 285 * 
to make your court. 


And with reſpe& to miniſters ; permit me to aſk you, 
had not the miniſters of the late King at leaſt as conſti- 
tutional pretenſions to their power, as any you can aſſign 
to the preſent miniſter ? Why then did you eſteem it 
neceſſary to oppoſe them, for many years, in every 
meaſure, with a profeſſed deſign to ſnatch the power 
from their hands, which had been intruſted to them by 
their royal maſter ? | 


We have heard much alledged of their corruption. I 
will not enter either into the fact, or into the known 
cauſes of it. But wherein did you principally place 
| their corruption? To the beſt of my memory, you made 

| | D 
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an outcry about places and penſions, till placemen and 
penſioners were almoſt aſhamed of their daily bread. 
Let me beg you to compare the preſent liſt of places and 
penſions, with that, which exiſted in the time of the mi- 
niſter, whom you moſt vehemently oppoſed, as the grand 
corrupter. Without doubt the preſent miniſter has rea- 
ſons for his conduct, which perfectly ſatisfy you. We 
have heard of one penſion, beſtowed upon an ingenious 
das which EE has not given you offence. 


Gentlemen, let us treat each * with temper, and 
conſider our mutual conduct with a becoming candour. 
We are willing to ſuppoſe, that you have no thoughts 
of ambition ; that you mean only the honour of the 
crown, and fully intend to ſhew yourſelves more diſin- 
tereſted, than they were, who enjoyed his late Majeſty's 
favour. Give the Wn1cs leave to mean only the good 
of the King and the people, and allow their leaders to 
be at leaſt as diſintereſted as You. They are voluntarily 
reſigning places of power and profit. You ſeem 291 55 
to be as Sg in nn them. 


Indeed if places could 1 TM purchaſed by ex- 
traordinary ſervices, you would have had a fair claim 
in the late reign; for you were obſerved to bid very 
high, in the latter part of it, when you eagerly con- 
curred in the German meaſures. It is noble and ingenuous 
in you, to retract your conduct ſo openly, as ſoon as thoſe 
meaſures ceaſe to be in —_— 


It is your happineſs, that you can preſerve your in- 
tegrity unſpotted, whilſt you take a ſudden leap, from 


( 19 J 


one extremity of a meaſure to another, and from one 


3 n to another. 


The great miniſter, who found ir b to ſupport 
85 German meaſures, convinced you of their rectitude. 
He does not appear to have changed his opinion; nor 
can it be merely his removal from power, that changes 
yours. It muſt be ſome ſudden light, that is _ broke 
in upon * minds. | 


I well 3 that you boaſted of his diſintereſted - 
neſs, and pleaded That, as the ground of your confidence 
in him. He was indeed diſintereſted, for he had all the 
trouble of power, without the pleaſure of gratifying. his 
friends. Did you find this inconvenient, gentlemen, 
that you made ſo quick a tranſition: from Him to One, 
who has, at preſent, an uncontrouled power to gratify 
_ friend ? 


| But whilſt I give you joy of your expectations, I will 
do you the juſtice to intimate, that they may perad- 
venture be too ſanguine. You muſt have obſerved, how 
much your favourite miniſter is alarmed at the ſuſpicions 
of the Waics ; what pains he takes, upon every reſig- 
nation, to fill up the vacancy with a character, or, if 
that be impracticable, with a Name, which may give a 
Wa1c complexion to his adminiſtration, He ſeems to 
find it difficult to do this; but you have ſomethin ng to 
en from on mere _— BE . 


Vou PR of 38 been called the 1 of 
many oppoſitions. Perhaps the time may come, when 


a0 J 

you may be exalted higher, and become the dupes of 4 
miniſter. I ſhall, in that caſe, think you very ill treated; 
for your merit is great, in contradicting yourſelves, at 
fo ſmall.a diftance of time; and in deſerting the Right 
Honourable gentleman, in whom you had implicit con- 
fidence, ſo lately as the laſt winter, for whom and his 
meaſures you were ſo zealous, that you were very near 
forgetting the independency and prerogative of the 
crown. 

Before I take my leave, let me * of you, 1 
for the ſake of the King and the nation, and for your 
own ſakes, to publiſh no more ſuch letters, as your laſt. 
The violence of party language is very inflammatory, 
and you need not be told, that the WHIOS are the ma- 
jority of the nation. They are ever peaceably diſpoſed ; 
dutiful to the King, zealous for the er and 
3 towards the Torres. 1 


Why ſhould you in the pin of exultation, eee 
them to depart from a temper, which you have expe- 
rienced to be gentle? They will not depart from it, 
without the moſt extreme neceſſity. They will continue 
good neighbours and good ſubjects. But, whilſt they 
breathe the air of this country, they will endeavour to 
preſerve the liberties of it. They will entertain the 
ſame notions of prerogative and liberty, equally in all 
reigns. When their ideas upon each of thoſe points are 
quite extinct, then you will have the liberty of tri- 
umphing, without an "opponent; in the extinRion of 
parties, and that may be the only liberty, and the Oy 
I you will then have. 8 


* . re es 
— — tak 


ſim] 


In the mean time, to.ſhew, how remote and chime- ; 
rical that day appears to us, I will repeat, in the name 
of the Waics, the concluſion of a proteſt formerly 
made in a certain great aſſembly ; 


«© Under this. Royal Family alone, we are fully con- 
« yinced we can live FREE; and under this Royal 
Family, we are fully determined, we wir liv 
«© FREE.” 


I am, 


GENTLEMEN, 


Dec. 6, 1762. 


Your moſt humble Servant, 


4 W HIG, 


— 


—_— 
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CONSULTATION 


On the SuzjzcT of a 
STANDING ARMY, 
HELD AT THE 
KING's-ARMS TAVERN, 
On the Twenty-eighth Day of February, 176g. 


THE SECOND EDITIO N. 


Well have ye judged, well ended long debate, 
Synod of Gops, and like to what ye are, 


Great things reſolved, which from the loweſt kay 
Will once more lift us up. 


Miz row. 


* * „ 


A 
CONSULTATION, &. 


SE T of worthy gentlemen, who, partly for their 
4 amuſement, and partly from motives of public 
ſpirit, have innocently made the nation their care, for 
many years paſt, and have by their connection with 
different parts of the kingdom, been able from time ta 
time, to inflame or to cool, as the caſe of the _ 
might require, had a meeting lately at the &ing's-4rms 
to which their club was for that day removed from the 
Cocoa-Trre, in order to conſider the grand nr. 
of a a Army 1 in time of Peace, 


10 had never been a po among chats 3 
ne this meaſure ought, or ought not to be appaſed ? 
for they had ſet their faces againſt it invariably, from 
the acceflion of the preſent Royal Family; and there 
ſeemed to be leſs room for a doubt now than ever, as 
they admit, that we have a King on the throne, who 
reigns in the hearts of his people; and loudly contend, 
that the preſent miniſter has had the honour of aboliſhing 

| E 
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en en, that their cir- 
cumſtances were materially changed, and they began 
now to think the point, at leaſt, problematical, which 
had for many years Es to them, as quite in» 
diſputable. 


A meeting was called for a general conſultation. The 
queſtion had ſo changed its appearance, that many things 
were ſaid upon it, which none of them had ever heard 
from each other's mouths ; and being diſtracted between 
different motives, and oppoſite engagements, they de- 
parted ſomewhat from their uſual unanimity, and ſome- 
times, as is natural to diſtracted minds, they 2 
en che eee before them. 


fs dive W for the country Sa to hacer | 
what is done by their friends in town, that they may 
regulate their conduct and converſation accordingly, we 
here preſent them with the ſubſtance of this important 
debate, which was held at the King's-Arms, in the month 
of February, 1763, about the ſame time, when ſome 
prophet foretold, that the world would be at an end. 

The chairman was a gentleman whoſe ſblemnity of 
figure and manners would have paſſed for wiſdom in the 
_ laſt century, and did in fact raiſe him to the rank of a 

firſt rate counſellor in the preſent. He opened the dein | 
with the followin Z _ | 


9 
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The CHAIRMAN's Speech. 


GENTLEMEN, 


E are aſſembled to conſider of a weighty matter, 
| in which the nation is not ſo much intereſted, as 
we and our friends, The point indeed is trite. It has 
been ſo well worn by us, that if we enter into a dull 
repetition of what we have ſaid heretofore, we hallipend 
much time to little purpoſe. 


.Our firſt object, in all queſtions of this kind, ſhould 
be the credit and ſtrength of our body. I am ſorry to 
mention what you muſt all have obſerved, that our po- 
pularity has ſuffered much of late; and I am afraid, 
| private intereſts, ' which are — new among us, may 
interrupt our union. | 


To prevent this as far as lies in my power, I beg 

leave to lay down one general rule for our debate, which 
I hope. you will judge to be ſuitable to the gravity of 
our characters. The rule I mean is this, that we keep 
entirely clear of the merits of the queſtion about a 
Standing Army, and that we reduce our whole debate 
to this ſingle point, „ or con- 
demn that n 


You cannot fail, gentlemen, to ſee an eſſential dif- 
ference between theſe two queſtions, It follows, indeed, 
E 2 


f 8 3 

if the meaſure be a wrong one, that we ought to con- 
demn it. But a thing may be right, which appears to 
us to be wrong; and a thing may have been wrong here- 
tofore, which may now be right ; which conſiderations 
lead into endlefs perplexities about right and wrong, 
and may have the effect of dividing us, whieh we ought 
to guard againſt more cautiouſly, than againſt the evil 
effects of any meaſure whatever. Whereas we ſhall have 
a fair chance of preſerving bur unanimity, and of doing 
either right or wrong in a ſummary way, if we reſt the 
whole matter upon the fingle queſtion, abſtractedly 
confidered, whether we oe or "hall x not eee, 
meaſure. 


I am ſure, gentlemen, none of you ſuſpect me of any 
aur unfair, in recommending this method. I have no 
private ends to anſwer. I have the honour, indeed, to 
be à coutiſellor, but you all know, that it is not a pro- 
fitable hondur. It only gives me a title and a prece- 
dency amongſt you, which I am not ſo „ 
formal as to ny 1 | 


«Sp * * 
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before antl ſince I came into this ſociety 3 and, though 
that view has been variouſly eroſſed by events, which 
we could not foreſee, yet, it will continue uppermoſt 
in my thoughts, under all changes of men and times. 
Lmention this, becauſe. we are at preſent much talked 
of. Many malignant eyes are upon us. We are ſuſ⸗ 
pected i in the country, and envied in town. Let us 
not weaken our cauſe ſtill more, by mutual jealouſies. 
Vou cannot all be * gentlemen; and I am 
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afraid you cannot all have places. Every Mick of wee 
wall not make a * of mn | 


Our laudable confederacy has ſubſiſted by our inat- 
tention, both to our private intereſt, and to the real 


merits of any public queſtions. Let us not diſſolve it 


by entering into arguments, which may lead to alter- 
cation. I declare that I would rather be in an error, 
than be convinced againſt my will. N 


The queſtion then Nabe is, not the political 
one, Whether a Standing Army be a right or à wrong mea- 
ure but the prudential one, <vherher you will approve 
or condemn it ? I beg every gentleman would deliver his 
reſolution freely, and I ſhall ſum up the debate, — 
Ae in a8 5 1 at hs ate e 
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. ibs Chiles had finiſhed his pech, e 


was ſome murmuring in the room. Several gentlemen 


were diſappointed by his ſcheme of contracting the 
debate; they having been at the pains of preparing 
themſelves with ſpeeches, extracted from the Magazines 
and Parliamentary Debates of forty years paſt, all which 
ſpeeches were now to be unvented. Others, who were 


predetermined to approve any meaſure of government at 


this time, came with a reſolution to approve! of this; 
but being at a loſs for arguments, they were in hopes 
to collect ſome from this conſultation. * However, the 
murmuring ceaſed, and they were all impreſſed with 
awe, when a grave, elderly gentleman, Sir Robert 
Filmer by name, flood up, and, having adjulted- his 


- 
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peruke, and put on his white en addreſſed the 
chairman thus : ' | 
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Sir ROBERT FILMER'S "Speech. 


« Mr. CHAIRMAN," 


O deſerve the thanks of every gentleman here 
. preſent, - for directing our debate. to the only 


point, which cometh. conſtitutionally before us, en 


ther e N this W or not? 

It Wed not ſubjects to fra * merits of 
public meaſures. We are unacquainted with the Ar- 
cans Inßerii. Kings and their miniſters only are the 
judges of what is fitting to be done. Our buſineſs is 
to acquieſce,- and the merit of our paſſive obedience 
will be heightened by the inconſiſtency of it with ſuch 
profeſſions; as we have formerly ſound it expedient to 
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I congratulate you, Sir, and all the gentlemen here 
preſent, that we have lived to ſee the day, when it is our 
intereſt as well as inclination to act up to our old prin- 
ciples. We have travelled through a wilderneſs of forty 
years oppoſition, and, though ſome of us have fainted 
by the way, either through hunger or thirſt, yet a very 
reputable ' number have reached the promiſed land. 
Shall we now forfeit our poſſeſſion of it by ill-timed 


kW 


ſcruples about conſiſtency? Beſides, whine doth it 
appear, that we are inconfiſtent ? We oppoſed our ene- 
mies, and we ſtill continue to oppoſe them. We op- 
| poſed this meaſure in particular, becauſe the Standing 
Army was then meant to intimidate Us. And ſhall we 
not now promote that meaſure, when we may perchance 
turn this engine of theirs againſt themſelves, and make 

uſe of it to ſubdue them ? | 


| By our enemies en 
niards. Thanks to the wiſdom of government, we are 
once more at peace with thoſe great potentates. I 
meant thoſe reſtleſs ſpirits, the Wnios, who are ene- 
mies to ſubordination, and will not acknowledge our 
power, until we inforce it, in the only ways by which 
they pn I from us.” 


Hee the e ae Sir Robert, by re- 
minding him, that he was entering into the merits of a 
Standing Army, which it had been propoſed to keep 
quite out of ſight in the queſtion now before them, 
„Whether the Standing Army ſhould or ſhould not be 
oppoſed? Sir Robert, being a man of . aſked 
pardon, and then een ; | 


+; ee hath and, if the time would permit, 
ſhould be ready to prove, from the beſt writers upon 
government, that to oppoſe the miniſtry is oppoſing the 
prerogative of the King, who hath an undoubted right 
to appoint and ſupport his own ſervants. He is our 
common father, and we are his children. Shall chil- 
dren dire& their father, by what inſtruments he ſhall 
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govern them? and would you take out of his hands the 
power of chaſtiſing his diſobedient children ? There is 


nothing more unnatural, than for the members to fight 
apainſt the head, We were uneaſy, when we did it; 
but you know our motives, and they would have re- 
conciled us to greater hazards, than any to which we 
have choſen to expoſe ourſelves, When we were op» 
poſing our enemies, it would have been abſurd to have 
made uſe of our own doctrines. We have overthrown 
the Wa1cs,.by perſonating Wa1cs. We gained our 
popularity by it, and, under the favour of that il+ 
luſtrious peer, who hath lately adopted us, we arrived 
at the very hopeful ſtate, in — ups | 
Ciples are at preſent. | | 


| hs bs the time, to act like ourſelves, and a keep 


poſſeſſion of the advantage we have gained, by ſhewing, 


that, as we have the beſt of kings, ſo we will be the 


beſt of ſubjects; we will obey implicitly z we will 


make our monarch independent, and cruſh the — 
who ſhall is to oppoſe his miniſter. 


The ee indeed are numeraus, and have 
ſome advantages of rank, power, and underſtanding; 
but what are theſe, compared with the advantage of 
our principles, to which the moſt potent monarchs in 


the world owe the non- reſiſtance of their ſubjects? Our 


enemies have at preſent the people on their ſide. The 
people are intoxicated with notions of liberty. Time 
and diſcipline will reduce them to order, and teach 
them to place their happineſs, like the ſubjects of other 


monarchs, in the grandeur of their ſovereigg. 


| | . 38-1 | 
The kings, whom you eppoſed before, were not na- 
tives of. this iſland. We have now an Ex LIsAH king, 
and an Engliſh , I beg pardon, I mean a Bx l- 
DISH miniſter. © Let us act the part of dutiful ſubjects, 


in ſupporting both, againſt Faction e the ee 
and — in the —— 


The miniſters we Ne before were not monarchi- 
cal miniſters. They ſupported their credit at court, 
by their credit among the Whigs. We have now a 
miniſter of our own, who derives his figure and conſe- 
quence, neither from his birth, character, accompliſh- 
pliſhments, nor ſervices, but from his Royal Maſter. 
Such a miniſter it becometh us to ſupport ; and what- 


ever. inconſiſtency there may be in the mode of ſupport- 


ing him, it will be juſtified by the conſiſtency of ſup- 
porting a miniſter ſo circumſtanced, who is, ſtrictly 
ſpeaking, the ſervant of the king, our maſter, for he 
hath no other intereſt to depend on, ſave his intereſt at 
court; and will therefore, in common prudence, do 
his beſt to preſerve and extend the antient rights of 
monarchy, and to OY the a 5 8 v;e 


Far be it b me, * to perſuade you it our 
friends to approve of any thing againſt your judg- 
ments; but you may approve without examination, 
without an officious enquiry into the merits of a mea- 
ſure, and with an implicit confidence in a wiſdom 


greater than yours, and in a power, which ought not 


to be reſiſted, nor even to be provoked by cenſures or 
murmur 8. | 
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I declare, for one, that as the Standing Army is a 
meaſure to be taken by his majeſty's miniſter, I ſhall 
think it my duty, as a good ſubject, a friend to mo- 
narchy, and an enemy to |unfeigzed oppoſition, to ſup- 
port that meaſure, by all the influence of my opinion 
in town and country, to conſider my protection as 
meant in the meaſure, and to be thankful to the . 
by which L am Ine 08 | 


| Moſt: of the company angled the wiſdom, mag- 
nanimity, and ſpirit of Sir Robert Filmer's ſpeech. 
It had drawn tears from ſome of them, by preſenting 
before their minds an image of the noble ſimplicity of 
manners, and ſentiments in former times. They were 
not ſparing. in their encomiums, which flowed from 
the heart, and confirmed him in an opinion, which he 
had entertained before, that all he had advanced was 
convincing and unanſwerable. But there are in all ſo- 
cieties ſome men, who are not eaſily diverted. from the 
track, in which they have been accuſtomed to move, 
and there were a fe in this ſociety of a very intrac. 
able diſpofition. Mr. Shippen ſtood up next, and de- 
Iivered himſelf i in the a e 3g words: 
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ur or ar MAN, BTI 4 3 G45 
1 eee wich —_ eſpelt es dir Robert Bib 
mer, and hope he will r e 
ble ſervant, if I declare myſelf not ſatisfied. 


I never before heard: any: ** friends apply his 
doctrine to the family now on the throne. I agree to 
the doctrine itſelf, and would nifintain it at the hazard 
of my life and fortune, were we ſo circumſtanced, that 
I could apply it with a hearty: good will / But we have 
been always taught, that this Royal Family. could not 
avail: themſelves. of principles, - which had been con- 
trived:for the ſupport of another line, and that the laſt 
ſervice! we could do to our deſperate cauſe, was that 
of a perſevering Oppoſition, in the courſe of which 
we have borrowed weapons from the Whigs, De 
them e the nee of nee 5 


* 


5 a dns my rinks in this way for many years; 00 
have particularly choſen, - for my department, the 
Standing Army, which I conſidered, as partly intended 
to keep me in awe. I have ſaid ſo much againſt it, 
that I cannot appear for it, nor even ſuffer a thing to 

_ paſs off filently, which I have always condemned from 
| " _ for ou ſubſtantial Oy F 
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I agree to all that is ſaid in praiſe both of the King 
and the miniſter ; and am only ſorry, that we are not 
ſingular in gur praiſes of the King. Out enemies join 
with us in nothing but this. If we could provoke 
them to treaſon, we might filence the reproaches, which 
they have lately revived againſt us, with great-cruelty. 

However, as they do not agree with us in opinion 
about the miniſter, we have a fair chance for keeping 
him to. — n e wn our — 

in the North. + Lys 6s e 1; cont 21d 


et i bf dhe army is an aukward difficulty. The 
4 may be neceſſary to government, and perhaps, 
of great uſe to us. But let us take our credit into 
conſideration. Are we ſtrong enough to ſtand without 
popularity Will government ſupport us againſt the 
people ?> It would be great, and, as Sir Robert Filmer 
calls it, monarchical to do this. But, will it be done? 
We ſhould have ſome aſſurance of that, before we come 
plum into all thoſe things, which we have called ini- 
quitous. We ſhould, to ſpeak plain, be able to ſilence 
our country friends by providing for them. Our mi- 
niſter can create places, and he can create vacancies. 
Let the country ſee the uſe and intent of our preſent 
compliance. Then I may poſſibly get the better of 
my prejudices againſt this meaſure, which, I muſt own, 
ſtick ſo cloſe to my mind, that I ſhall be in danger of 
OP againſt it, if ever hereafter I ſtand "= to 7552 
for] it. | . 


In Fei mean tans Nr. Chainmian, I cannot follow 
Sir Robert upon a mere dry ſpeculation about govern- 


I 1 


ment which none of the kings of the preſent family will 
countenance, which may be advanced to condemn the 
Revolution, but appears to me to have no weight in 
ſupport of any Royal Family claiming from the Revo- 
lution. At leaſt, if I ſupport monarchy by arguments, 
which I have contradicted in my practice for ſo many 
years paſt, I muſt have ſome. reaſon to ſhew for my 
conduct, which has not yet occurred to me; elſe I am 
determined to. condemn, as I have e . a 
| "II career * Peace.“ Ii t, 


23223 


The n hitogiies of Mr. Shippen's he habit had its 


uſual weight, and effaced the impreſſion made by Sir 


Robert Filmer's excellent ſpeech. It was agreed by 


many of the company, that Mr. Shippen ſpoke more 
to the purpoſe, and that they and their country friends 


ought to be well ſatisfied, before they entered precipi- 
tately into ſuch a maze of inconſiſtencies. But fome 


gentlemen in the company having already been impreg- 
nated with the reaſons, which had not yet occurred to 


Mr. Shippen, were alarmed at his reſolution. They 


were unwilling to deſert him, and at the ſame time they 
were ſhocked at the thoughts of returning to the tedious 
work of oppoſition. An explanation therefore was ne- 
ceſſary, and Mr. CovaTLy, a gentleman of the Co un- 
TRY Roy: 89 "PF OY it. 
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have ſpoken, my worthy friends: I am ſorry to ſee 
them differ in opinion, eſpecially as no part of Sir 
Robert Filmer's argument will admitofi the leaſt diſpute. 
To ſuppbrt the miniſtar is ſupporting: the crown and 
the prerogative. : I and ſome other gentlemen are fo 
ſenſible of this, that. we have contributed our part to 
the ſupport of government, by arcepting places of 
emolument: under the preſent; miniſter; and we did ĩt 
ee e ep oi tio 


5 * 
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95 8 wiſely thinight fit to try our dane 
before he extended his favours to our whole body. We 


mall carry every point, if we anſwer his expectation. 
Rome was not built in a day, nor Carthage overthrown 


in a year. You know that Rome had as ſmall a be- 
ginning as his power, and it will be a work of time to 


reduce our enemies to the preſent condition of Carthage. 
Shall we defeat all our hopes at once, by treating our 
noble patron, as if he were no better, than the miniſters 
who have gone before him? Can it be expected, after 
what our enemies have ſuffered by their perverſe conduct, 
that we ſhall be indulged in following 'our private opi- 
nions ? You, may reſt aſſured, from what I know of the 
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dignity and firmneſs of the preſent miniſter, chat every 


man of us will be proſcribed, who. ventures to concur : 
in any inſtance with the preſent oppoſition. Not a re- 


lation, or friend of ours, not even a Cuſtom-houſe officer 


N e eee Ef is 


Aud 0 can we Am to een if our ob 
nacy ſhould weaken his hands? Our enemies are almoſt 
as well qualified to ſerve the ſtate, as we, and if they 
ſhould recover their ground, what will become of our 


places, our hopes, and our credit ? not to mention, that 


we ſhall be expoſed to ſome ridicule. Theſe are great 
evils to run haftily into, for een 
„ eee e fy T5 
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a 1 me n Gini to bee that chere 
were reaſons heretofore for diſſiking a Standing Army, 
which do not. now ſubſiſt. You may remember, who. 
commanded it, and what uſe he made of it on a very 


_ critical day. Jam not willing to repeat grievances, nor 


to provoke our enemies to inſolent triumphs on the event 
of that day. I only hint at it with a view of ſuggeſting 
to you, that as the like occaſion will probably not offer 
again, the army has not now any apparent miſchievous 
tendency towards us. So that here is not a ſingle reaſon 
left for condemning this meaſure, and you are ſurrounded 
with ſuch reaſons for approving it, as I confeſs to be 
irreſiſtible by me.” 


The company was divided in ſentiments upon this 
judicious ſpeech. Thoſe, who had accepted places looked 
alert; thoſe who expected places, thought it not much 


HS 

amiſs, and the reſt, who had nothing in hand and nothing 
to expect, thought Mr. Courtly's reaſons unſatisfaRory, . 
after the many things they had formerly heard him ſay, 
about the diſgrace of dependence upon courts or mi- 
niſters. This diverſity of opinions produced a ferment, 
and might have ended in a political riot, had it been 
their misfortune to have no more ſpeakers among them. 
But the powers of a new orator calmed the tumult. His 
accent would. have commanded attention, if his words. 
and manner had not. He was no leſs a perſon, than the 
famous Sir AnchI BALD Mac-SAxcAsM, a gentleman 
of an ancient family in the North, who a few years ago 
entertained the town, in an excellent dramatic piece, 
which, on account of the popular prejudices in favour 
of the Scotch nation, has not been exhibited for two or 
three years paſt. Having been cruelly diſappointed in 
love, he repaired to this ſociety for * and was 
received as 2 member, with great reſpeR. 


We are ſorry, we cannot do juſtice to his accent, nor 
wholly to the dialect, in which he ſpoke, both which 
muſt be left to the reader's imagination, whilſt we only 
record the ſubſtance of his ſpeech, as follows: .. 
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vir ARCHIBALD MAC-SARCASM's Speech, 
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n E principle Ba has yes of your ps con. 
ſultation are both very acceptable to me, and I 


hope, it will terminate in hringing us all to act as one 


man, that we may invigorate the meaſures of the ſtate, 


and purſue, with undeviate ſpirit and firmneſo, the ſum 
total of all the political views of a good ſubject, I mean, 


PRIVATE GOOD. For public good is nothing but an 


aggregate quantity of private good, the public N a 


continuous body comprandetis of ONE: men. 

Sir, a pernicious practice has of late been lms 
among the Great, of reſigning their tenures under the 
_ crown at pleaſure. It is contrary to the ſpirit of the 

Feudal Law, and if the example ſhould deſcend to the 
ſervile part of life, our hirelings may rebel in like 
manner at a time, when we are not  pecunious- enough 


to emancipate them. It ſhews you, Sir, that there was 


no relevant reaſon for aboliſhing the Feudal Law, under 
which there was a regular gradation from the perfect 
ſlavery of a vaſſal, through the contracted liberty of his 
Laird, to the perfect, abſolyte liberty or power of his 
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Sir, I forecaſt, that ye are all running into anarchy, 
if ye do not apply the punitive faculties of the ſtate to 
chaſtiſe your contraveeners. What is your doubt anent 
the matter now before you? If I roborate my hands 
againſt a neighbouring clan, ſhall it be a queſtion among 
my clan, whether this ought or ought not to be done ? 
or whether they ſhall or ſhall not approve it ? Ye ought 
every man be hailed away,. and be incarcerate, if ye 
ROW to eit the meaſures of ſuch a government 


af will not W * ako Sociale the opinion | of | 
our adverſaries is conform to ours anent his majeſty. But 
I ſhall ſpeak of the miniſter, whoſe praiſes are above 
the powers of my countryman, Mr. David Malloch's 
pen, though he has gotten well by ſupporting his lord- 
ſhip's adminiftration in this place. Sir, the great and 
immortal biſhop Burn the beſt hiſtorian, that ever this 5 
iſland — 


An beg n a PAN wproge be: ths 
room, and the chairman, with ſome emotion, told Sir 
Archibald, that his deſcription of that hiſtorian, if he 
might be ſo called, was quite new to the company, and 
had never been given to him but by foreigners, and the 
Whig faction in e for _ Ty he wrots 
and * 5 | 


Sir Archibald was convekis Uſbonciviad: at havie g 
flipt- inadvertently into Whig -- language. He aſked 
pardon, and pleaded, that he ſhould not have uſed ſuch 
extravagance in ſpeaking of that reverend prelate, if he 


{ 43 ] 


had not been his countryman; which apology gave 
entire ſatisfaQion, But whilſt this matter was adjuſting, 
Sir Archibald unluckily forgot the paſſage he was about 
to quote from biſhop Dunes, 24 — to = pre 
of the miniſter. 8 1 | fy 


Sir, it is common in other ſtates, for men in the 
inferior departments of government to aſpire to the 
higheſt poſt, and by paſſing through many a long-tailed 
compt in the ſeveral offices, they ſometimes arrive at 
the ultimate point. But it is an-uncommon thing, for 
a perſon of high rank, whoſe pedigree is illuſtrate with 
the name of kings, who himſelf bears a name, which 
once was royal,” (here Sir Archibald dropt a tear) to 
condeſcend to incumber himſelf with the great ſwack 
of the buſineſs of the public Treaſury, and to perpetuate 
the happineſs of a whole nation, againſt the good-will 
of the whole nation. 


This ar, is a 8 Which has not appeared 
in our hemiſphere till lately. Long may he continue to 


illumine this iſland, till his enemies are blinded by his 


ſplendour, and conſtrained to ſaccumb, and till we his 


friends have all been cheered with the un oi _ 
a een e bn 


Mr. Chairman, my e, is as addon as: tha 
of the noble lord. I mind not to depreciate myſelf, in 
admiring his condeſcendence; but this js not the time 
for ponderating every man's claim. I abdicate mine 
for the general good, and am willing to co-operate with 
the noble lord, and to eaſe his * of the throng of 
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public buſineſs. He will have need of my counſel ſoon 
or ſyne. We have a ſore party to contend with. Tt 
behoves, that we deliberate with wiſdom, and act with 
| firmneſs, It mainly imports, that we ſuffer not thoſe 
peſtilent heads, the Whigs, to diſlocate our ſyſtem. 


I gratulate myſelf, Sir, that I was caſten in, company 


with yoù and the worthy gentlemen here preſent. W 

have ſitten together before; but never with ſo fair a 
proſpect of cementing our union. The allianee is na- 
tural, and will turn to our emolument, for it cannot 
miſgive. We ſhall have a full upmaking, when our 
miniſter can bring his great work to perfection, and put 


the Cope-Stone upon it. We ſhall then be differenced 
from wicked men, who perturbate his adminiſtration, 
and will er not * the eee that _ us + ge 


ſubjects. 


Let us make a ſolemn league and covenant, and join 
our hands and hearts. I declare upon the honour of a 
North Briton, that I will rather die ere I will proftitute 


the name of Mac-Saxcasn, by giving my help or 


gn REY A. ( 


Aon the matter now diſhes us, I . with Six 
Robert Filmer. The army ſhall be approven by me, 


as it is the meaſure of our noble miniſter, my friend 


and ally. It will be ſafe in his hands, and harmleſs to 


all my friends, for moſt of the officers' are my country- 


men; and this reaſon 1 think as lucid and cogent as 
any; which our other-worthy friends have adduced.” _ 


* 


by 


by 
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Sir Archibald Mac-Sarcaſm was heard with attention, 
and univerſally applauded. He ſat down with a ſmile 
upon his countenance, which diſcovered a noble con- 
ſciouſneſs of having done well. A gentleman roſe up 
next, with whom few of the company were much ac- 
quainted, and a doubt was raiſed, whether he ought to 
be heard, ſome having violent ſuſpicions about his ſanity 
of mind. Sir Archibald fluſhed with his recent ſucceſs, 
ſpoke again, and undertook to prove his inſanity, from 
his having appeared in oppoſition to the preſent miniſtry. 


Sir Robert Filmer thoughtit ſufficiently proved, from his 


labouring under the ſuſpicion .of Whiggiſm, - which he 
affirmed to be a principle. no man in his ſenſes could 
entertain. Others atteſted, that he had many lucid in- 
tervals, and propoſed that the chairman ſhould examine 
the preſent ſtate of his mind, before he permitted him 


to deliver his thoughts. But the chairman confeſſed him- 


ſelf unprepared for ſuch an examination, in the courſe 
of which, as is. uſual among lunatics; he might throw 
out ſmart repartees, a ſpecies of converſation, to which 
the chairman had not been accuſtomed; He therefore 
thought it moſt adviſeable, to let the gentleman ſpeak, 
and to interrupt him, if he deviated into the merits of 
the queſtion, which would be the cleareſt evidence of 
inſanity. The gentleman, whoſe namewas _ Worxum, 
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Mr. WORK U M's Speech. 
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<HERE i is not a n here, waa 8 

this ſociety more than I do, for your paſt conduct. 
F nyo Heajage®t that you 
have been perſonating Whigs, in your oppoſition to 
former miniſters. If I did not know the gentleman 
well, I ſhould doubt his attachment to you. It ill be- 
comes men of honour to act a diflembling part. What- 


ever you have done, I am. perſuaded, flowed from your 


own ſentiments ; and if you did ata Whig part, I ſhould 
think it a leſs reproach to you, to ſay, that you were, 
— Wuaics. © 
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4 I have heard many gentlemen here preſent, affirm 
it very confidently, and am therefore ſorry to hear them 
ſpeak of themſelves as a diſtinct body. I know of no- 


ching that has diſtinguiſhed you formerly but your public 


ſpirit; and I apprehended, that this conſultation had no 
other object, than former conſultations, the good of 
your king and country. I will ſtill believe this, not- 


withſtanding appearances to the contrary, and deliver 


it as my opinion, that you ought to condemn a Standing 
Army in time of peace, becauſe you have condemned it 
for ſo many years paſt. Vou could not be miſtaken in 
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a conduct ſo invariably repeated. You have at leaſt 
forty times heard all the arguments for a Standing Army, 
and they had no weight with you. You have not heard 


one of them now, yet you ſeem diſpoſed to favour the 


meaſure. 


I believe none.of the reaſons; that have been alledged 
for your former or your 'preſent:condutt, becauſe they 


are all reaſons: foreign to the point, and would come. 
better from the mouths of your enemies. I believe you 


to be a moſt confiſtent body of men, unleſs you convince 
me of the contrary to-day. Let me beg of you; Sir, to 
conſider for a moment, what will be ſaid of you,” how 
little dependence will be placed in your proteſtations; 
if you openly or ſilently approve that which you thought 
it honeſt, for ſo long a ſucceſſion of years, to condemn 
with one loud united voice? You cannot be diſpleaſed, 
if I profeſs a ſincere concern for your credit as a body. 


_ Sir, no man ever changed his party without incurring 
ſome ſort of diſgrace. If you follow the worthy gen- 


tlemen, who have hitherto ſpoken, you may not change 
your party perhaps, but you will manifeſtly change your 
conduct, by which alone your party integrity can be 
diſcerned. - You have juſtly aſſumed the title of country 
gentlemen, in oppoſition to courtiers. What title will 
you take next, if ever your engagements at court ſhould 
permit you to go into the country? | 


The matter before you has diſtinguiſbed you more 
than any other point, as it has been oftener in debate, 
and given you ſo many opportunities of diſplaying an 


2 
IIS OS 


— 4 
. - =_ 

* 1 2 

0 , s * 4 + 
War 3 g 1 "Mr —_—_— 5 * FF ˙ A 2 > a CL 
a = vent RL. „ mee * * 2 " . G n 9 : "M0 WIN n . a _— 7 Mee AG ks | OI” 
i 25 f 8 . rr - 1 2 = 
1 ek mw l N f - 5 r 8 


0 
- 23s 


( 48 J 


| inflexible integrity. If you ſhould now diſavow, by 


your conduct, all that you have ſo admirably urged on 
this head, what will your friends at a diſtance ſay, with 
reſpect to other acts of public ſpirit, which you have 


taught them to expect from you, whenever the times 
changed in your favour? What will be your opinion 
the number of placemen and penſioners, and other po- 
pular promiſes, in which you ſeemed rather too laviſſi? 
What tolerable reaſon can be given for a change of 
hands in the ſtate, if you ſupport the meaſures now for 


which you made former miniſters obnoxious? Private 
reaſons, I know, may be given, but you would chuſe 


the maſk of public ones. If you will change, confeſs 


that your opinion is changed, retract all your paſt con- 


dukt, and incorporate with the gentlemen whom you 


have always oppaſed. This would be aboliſhing parties 


in good earneſt. a 


I never knew any reaſbn before, why you oppoſed 
every meaſure in the two laſt reigns, till within the laſt 
ſive or ſix years, but that honeſt One of your real diſſike 
of the meaſures. One gentleman has aſſigned another 
reaſon, which J hope was not the true one, that the two 
lat kings were not natives of Great-Britain. ' Let me 
remind you, Sir, that the preſent miniſter is not a native 
of England. He drew his firſt breath indeed within a 


day or two's journey nearer to us ; but then he is only a 


fubject, if I may be permitted to ſay it, and they were 
kings. Sir, I have no national prejudices againft him on 


this account; but the multitude have, and after what 


you have ſaid of thoſe kings, I do not ſee,” how you 
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can avoid n in hens this Niete of the mul- L. 
titude. | | . 


One 83 Sir, profeſſed his having 3 
place; I wiſh he had made a ſecret of it, for I have 
heard him and ſome others, who have likewiſe taken 

places, exclaim againſt dependance in a manner, which 
charmed me, That which was true ſome years ago, 
has not ceaſed to be true now, and it is the character of 
4 great minds, to be as uniform and unchangeable as | « 


+ 


I am perſuaded, our friends did not conſider all this, 
elſe I ſhould not have heard the things, which have 
dropt from ſome of them this day. I hope never to 
hear the like again, and that they will forgive me, if I 
act on tlic preſent occaſion, juſt as they have acted on 
the ſame occaſion, before I was born, and ever fince. 


I beg, Sir, you would indulge me with a word or 
two upon the real x merits of the queſtion. — 


Here hs W wee him, in os following . 
words; | | 


Sir, you have been heard with great patience, or 
rather -with great impatience, if I may judge of the 
feelings of other gentlemen by mine own. I, was wil- 
ling to wait for the mark of your inſanity, which I had 
fixed upon, though you have betrayed many in the courſe - 
of your ſpeech. You have now given me juſt cauſe. to 
deglare, that you cannot be ſuffered to "ſpeak any * 
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and, I hope, as a friend to the peace and harmony of 


this ſociety, that you will never be ſuffered to ſpeak 
again.“ 


Mr. Mayor roſe next, and prevented the opprobrious 
language which ſeemed to be breaking out - ghd Mr. 
mga He expreſſed himſelf thus; N 


Mr. MAY O R's Speech. 


* Mr, CHAIRMAN, F484 


AM not entirely of opinion with the gentleman, 
who ſpoke laſt, in every point; but I think the main 
of his argument right, and not at all an evidence of his 
inſanity. It is common to charge men with madneſs, 
who think for themſelves. - I have been called a madman 
more than once, but I value not what other men ſay, 
whilſt I know both my heart and judgment to be ſound. 
I have nothing to biaſs me, for I want no property more 
than I have, and I know no honour , than that 
of NET? my nne 
| 
Sir, Lid bos ſee, bees can approve this EPL 
without contradifting yourſelves. The oppoſition to a 
Standing Army has diſtinguiſhed you for many years 
paſt. You will diffolve your body at once, if you make 
inconſiſtency your diſtinguiſhing mark. How comes it, 
you have been filent about the Militia, which was fo 
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lately your favourite ſcheme. Many of you have taken 
commiſſions. I myſelf have undergone ſome. fatiguing 
campaigns, or camps at: leaſt, to give countenance to 
this conftutional defonce of our n 


The chaieman here interrupted Mr. W Ain 
him to keep to the point, from which he was deviating 
by the mention of the Militia; and at the ſame time 
begging him not to ſpeak ſo loud, leſt their conſultation 


| ſhould be over-heard, Mr. Mayor proceeded. 


Sir, I value not who hears me, and as to departing 
from the point, I don't underſtand this new rule of 
debating, Iwill ſubmit to no rule, Mr. n. which 
interferes with wy liberty of ſpeech. 


The Militia, I ſay, was thought by you a more a 
and conſtitutional meaſure, than a Standing Army; and 
that it has been as effectual for the ſecurity of the king- 
dom, you all know, and boaſted of it; and have heard 
it acknowledged from the throne. Have you forgot, 
that the Militia was deſigned more for peace; than for 
war? It was not to go out of the kingdom, and for what 
purpoſe was it eſtabliſned in the kingdom, but for your 
defence? What ſignifies your peace, if you are afraid of 
an enemy's invaſion, who did not invade 705 in ** of 
War? | | : 


I approved of any number of forces whilſt we had an 


enemy. I am not aſhamed to ſay, I approved of the 


German war. I am ſure, you would not have had even 
this peace without it, Sir, it was prince Ferdinand, 
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that made your peace, by his laſt campaign. I think he 
enabled you to make a better; but Iwill not enter into 
that. I fay, Mr. Chairman, that you have no occaſion 
for any army within the kingdom, except the king's 
guards and the garriſons. You have a militia within 
call, and you may keep them diſeiplined at a ſmall 


If it be ungenerous to diſcharge your officers, who 
have ſerved you bravely, give them an honourable main- 
tenance ; I mean the officers both by ſea and land. The 
private men may have extployment enough in your ma- 
nufactures, and the mariners in your extenſive commerce, 
particularly in the valuable trade with the Sugar Colonies. 
Sir, the life of the kingdom depends upon the proſperity 
of its trade, and the ſecurity of the kingdom ought to 
depend upon the ocean and the militia.” Therefore 1 
declare as you have all done in former days, by bg 
| Standin 1g Army.” 


Mr. Mayor ſpoke fo emphatically that he would 
have made an impreſſion upon any audience, who were 
not prepoſſeſſed ; but he was heard with fome coldneſs, 
and gave great offence, by departing from the rule of 
the day. Mr. Grave, a gentleman much reſpected for 
his coolneſs and dignity of appearance, ſtood up to 
diſſipate Mr. Mayor's ſpeech, and the OY: were 
delighted to ſee him. 
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Mr.” « GRAVE” Speech. 
„ Mr. Cnarman, 5 


A — the redete, , nb 1 laſt, it 
thought fit, by entering into the merits' of 'the 
queſtion, to ſhew a very unbecoming diſreſpect to the 
chair, I think myſelf not at liberty to follow his ex- 
ample, and ſhall leave all the irregular parts of his 
ſpeech about'the army and the Militia unanſwered, whilſt 
I conſider the only point, which comes properly before 
you, * Se will hs a this gigs or not? 


: Sir, yu: are to * it as a e of . govern- 
ment, and in determining your conduct, you ought 
principally to take into conſideration, what claims go- 
vernment has upon you? You have not, within my 
memory, been ſo much obliged to any miniſtry, as to 
the preſent. You have been treated upon an equal 
footing with perſons, who have long been diſtinguiſhed 
by their zeal for the family on the throne. I ſhould 
not ſay an equal footing, for you have been treated 
upon a better footing ; ſome of them being turned out 
of places, which ſome of you have been invited to fill. 
You and your principles have been defended by writers 
employed on the fide of the miniſtry, and the Whigs 
| have been treated by thoſe writers in a manner, which 
muſt have given you entire ſatisfaftion. You have, 
even in this very meaſure, been conſidered as if you 
were all counſellors. You have been called to a con- 
ſtitutional meeting of the firſt men, t to hear their The 
ments, and deliver your own. 


[ 54. ] 


This was ſuch a mark of confidence, as lays us under 
an inviolable obligation. I cannot reſiſt the hand, that 
lifts me up, and ſupports me. Something was ex- 
pected from us, when we were treated with ſo much 
condeſcenſion. And ſhall we continue to act as we did, 
when we were: not at all regarded? I am. ſure this 
would not be for the credit of our body, about which 
Nt are ſo e. 


5 The charge of mee affects us only in ap- 
e not in fact. Our principles are the ſame as 

No obligation we can receive will oblige us to 
3 from them. The object of our principles was 
not merely a certain family, but a certain form of go- 
vernment. To this we ſtill adhere, though we cannot 
adhere to that; and I defy our bittereſt enemies to ſay, 
that ſupporting the meaſures of government implicitly, 
is depattiog from.our Miene about . 885 


1 it, ae would give. their 8 a cight 
direction, and not be diverted by a retroſpect at their 
paſt conduct, when they ought to be ſingly intent upon 
what is now to be done, by a body of men circum- 
ſtanced as we are, obliged as we are, and invited as we 
are, to become the moſt conſiderable members of the 
community. Political queſtions are ſo complex, that 
an honeſt: mind may turn to either ſide; and why 
ſhould, we forbear to embrace the arguments, which 
are W to our * and future condition ? 

I a to ay fomerkivig of the merits of the 
noble lord, to whom we are ſo much indebted ; but Sir 
Archibald has anticipated my thoughts. If an affec- 
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tion for his own family, and b 
ters of meum and tuum, abundantly qualify any one for 
the firſt offices of the ſtate ; if the miniſter's partiality 
to us be highly meritorious, and an evidence of his 
being the beſt miniſter ſince the Revolution, except 
one or two; if his ſeverely puniſhing thoſe, who pre- 
ſame to think and ſpeak with a decent freedom of his 
meaſures, be a ſure pledge of his being a friend to li- 
berty in general, and to the freedom of public debates 
in particular; if he happily enjoys the favour of the 
king, though unhappily he has not the good-will of 
the people; I ſee nothing that can be alledged againſt 
him, as an able upright conſtitutional miniſter; and I 
ſhould think it a departure from the character I have 
always maintained, of a friend to my country, to diſ- 
approve any of his meaſures, and particularly this now ' 
before us of a Standing Army in time of peace.“ 


Sir Archibald reached his hand acroſs the table, to 
thank Mr. Grave for his excellent ſpeech, telling him, 
that he had the right rhetorical and dialectical ſpirit. 
The majority of the company likewiſe paid their com- 
pliments, and as Mr. Grave appeared to have tho- 
roughly diſcuſſed the matter, no one elſe attempted to 
ſpeak after him. The chairman therefore fummed up 
the debate, and EE enen 9159 


« Gentlemen, I have 1 with the utmoſt im- 
partiality to what has been faid. The queſtion before 
you is, whether you will approve or condemn the mea- 
ſure of a Standing army? | 
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